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IMMIGRATION BILL AS RACIALLY UNFAIR: Twenty of

NEW YORKERS FIGHT
[MMIGRATION BILL
AS RACIALLY UNFARR

Twenty of State’s 22 Demo-
crats in Congress Issue Protest
Against “Favoring Nordics.”

g

WART CENSUS OF 1920 USED

They Would Accept 1910 Fig-
ures for Quota Basis, but Will
| Oppose Those of 1890.

SAY LABORERS ARE WANTED

And Declare That South and East
European Races Are Not Inferior
to the Northerners.

Bpeolal to The New York Times.

WASHINGTON, Feb. 24.—Organized
opposition to the Johnson restrictive
Immigration bill developed today, when
twenty of the twenty-two members of the
New York State Democratic delegation in
the House cndorsed o declaration in
which it was charged that the bill was
deliberately framed to favor the Nordic
races and alscriminate against races

on the number of nationals of any country
resident In the United States under the

basts of the 1910 census. The New York
Congressmen hold that such racial and
religious discrimination is a “new but
perilous doctrine for demiocratic Amer-
jca.” which wes founded upon the prin-
ciple that re created equal.
The Admlnlst.rnuo‘n leadership in the
House has put immigration legislation
next to tax leglalation on the Congres-
sional program, as the present law ex-
pires at the end of the fiscal year and
a considerable majority of the members
feel that some new restriction law is
cssential to the best fnterests of the
countrs.

The New York Democrats do not open-
Iy take exception to this contentian, but
they hold that the basis m fixing the
quotas should not be chan;

When the Johnson bill was framed it
fiirtorétast—that strong opposition
would appear against it on the part of
delegations from large cities such as
New York, Philadeiphia, Boston and
Chicago, which have big forelgn com-
rmunities. There is much speculation as
to whether this fight will develop suffi-
clent strength to force Congress to re-
in in the new law provisions makin
the 1010 cemsus the basls of, quota-
tixing.

Text of the Protest.
declaration by the New York
Democrats_follow:
“The undersigned, being Democratic

unalterably opposed to the rigidly re-
strictive immigration bill reported by
the Committee on Immigration and
Naturalization and known as ‘the John~
son bill, H. R. 6540."

“The foreign-born population of our
country and those born here of a for-
elgn parent comprise 33% per cent. of

the total population. Of these, at least
zs r cent. are recent immigrants and
constltute the Soun o and womea of
today's laboring f_\uul. 50 necessary to
our industrial prospe
e are  underhoused, undercons
Istructed and underdeveloped and
| in sore need of those who are willing to

0 our work, both skilled and hard and
laborious, and this bill would tend to

“It would not, moreover, bring into
|this country @ better class or a-more
assimilable body of immigrants,
“Our national policy, as expressed fn
the act of 1817, a distinctly selective
easure, has been to welcome to our
thorea all lmmigrants’ who ate dosirable;
hat 1s, all who are mentally, morally
and physically fit. -na friendly to our
[ & o
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Continued on Page Two.
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