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CRIME, and LAW ENFORCEMEKT

Ever since President Hoover gave hiz stinging {ndietment of the
1axlessness end lack of character shown by the American pecpls
gince the War, an extensive agitation of conscience {2 belng shown,

and a serious intentien to atudy the causee and remedies for thesame.

It is being widely charged. ihat.muoh. the. greater-pert of the -
e

vioious forms of ¢rime are committed by roecent immigrants »ho hava
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not yet learned the neceasity for conforming to the statutes snd
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Hugtffﬁfﬂonn ar our govornmontazfd espacially those who nra quhjoot

te';:;;:in nlien political chureh influences, Even {f true,this does
e

not rolieve our American citizens from any of tho responeibility

Te invited them,and snsourased tham-until recently-te gome hare and

rolp build up the ¢ountry. In réturn for which,we underteok 10 civ-

{1ize them and make them equal 23 citizens. Now thet we have fa{led .i

to do Ao,it 15 our fault;and we shalll continue to bo asverely

punished as at present until we meet the responsibility.

The first thing to be observed,perhaps,is that the {ncremse of
erime 13 not from the increaase of netural eriminal=,but the grenat
inereasgse of eriminal opportunity afforded by the inventien of the
Aaute., The easy means by whiceh the aute oan be used for robbery of
811 sorts,kidnapping and murder,as well as the dispoeine of liquor,
have cauzed & vast increars in those forms of corime. And in close
connection with these 1ie all of the evils of the l{quer troffic
and drinking. For the liquor evils,sporting business and profes-

aional men,fashionable mociety and a certamin type of newspapers
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are almost wholly responsible. Without the present liquor laws,
the conditions would certainly be vastly worse than at present.
The great mass of the people,the farmers,mechanics and the labor
ranks are far nore sober and law abiding than thoy were before
the Prohibition Amendmeént; and as those classeswil furnish prac-
tieally all of the parentage of the future,their interesat is the
only ene entitled to consideration

The checking of the crime wave is not merely a moral,or mood
citizonship fgque. It 1{a quite mas much a matter of self preserva=
tion. The ominous increase of the dendly forces of elsctricity
and gasoliné in all industries and locomotion,mand the well Known
fact that any drinking of alcohol effects the sight,caution snd
judgment in the brain,has made it imperative that all li{quor
drinking must be suppressod;no matter how much {t may confliect
with self indulgence or*personal liberty’. It cannot be dodged by
any such absurd farce as & certain portion of the Press 13 now
exhibiting with its mas=s of letters. There 18 no line of prasti-
cable compromise. A beer and wine compromise would demoralize the
whole gountry sand negative all enforcements It cannot be shirked
by loading the responsibility on public officimls, They cen go
but 1ittle further than furies will back them ={th unanimous
votes, There must be & strong gensral backing of the afforts of
the Preaident,-the first President who has ever shown a positive
purpose and ability to deal with the worst svils of gocliety-by
the daily volunteer propaganda work of all degcent citizens.

John E. AYER M, V.
420 Haight Bldg Senttle, Wn'
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